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CHAIRMAN:  We turn now to Mr Price.  Mr David Price, you have also 

pleaded guilty to essentially the same offence involving the same set of 

circumstances as those involving Mr Pennuto.  Your role in what occurred was 

considerably less.  Mr Ogilvy, on behalf of the stewards, stated that your 

situation is not one that attracts the automatic minimum period of 

disqualification but we would have found that special circumstances exist in 

any event due to your early plea.  As stated, you also pleaded guilty at the 

earliest possible time.   

 

Your position was different.  You were an employee of Mr Pennuto and, as 

admitted by him, receiving an order from him, he being your employer.  You 

had a fleeting window of opportunity, as you have described it, to walk away 

and refuse to participate in the stomach tubing which you freely admit you 

should have done so.  You did not, and the Stewards arrived virtually 

immediately.  Your role is considerably less but, as pointed out by Mr Ogilvy, 

the same factors of general deterrence and the image of racing operate.   

 

We note the helpful reference from your present employer, Mr Sam 

Pritchard-Gordon.  We also note your family situation involving many 

children and the fact that you and your family are moving to King Island 

in early November.  We further take into account the absence of any 

previous behaviour of this nature.  You have a clean record.  However, by 

reason of the factors mentioned, a period of suspension is required and you 

are suspended for a period of four months from this day.   
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