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DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This is an appeal by jockey Jamie Mott against
the severity of an eight-meeting suspension for his ride on Call It a Day in
race 3 at Sale on 30 May 2018. Stewards found that Jamie Mott, in breach
of AR 137(b), had failed to ride his mount out to the end of the race,
specifically that he sat up over the last one and a half strides, thereby
depriving his horse of third placing. Call It a Day finished fourth,
officially .2 of a length, in racing parlance a half-neck, from the third
placegetter, Yulong Yongxing.

On the day, Jamie Mott pleaded guilty to the charge. He explained that over
the final 100 metres, his mount was tiring badly and laying in. In determining
penalty, Stewards acknowledged the horse laid in and also took into account
the guilty plea.

Jamie Mott is an experienced and accomplished rider. He has a very good
record. His statement that his mount was tiring badly and laying in is a
plausible explanation for his actions; in his words, being "a bit easy in the last
two strides". I note here that in this race, Call It a Day was resuming from a
12-month injury lay-off.

Mr O'Keeffe, on behalf of Jamie Mott, submitted that his riding did not affect
the placings. Mr Wright, for the Stewards, disagreed. While allowing for
the camera angle, I am inclined to the view the result was affected by the
riding.
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After considering all of the above and having regard to the submissions of
Mr Wright and Mr O'Keeffe, an additional discount on the penalty is in my
opinion warranted. That being so, I vary the penalty by a reduction in the
period of suspension from eight to six meetings. Accordingly, the suspension
will now expire midnight Friday, 6 June 2018.
---
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