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CHAIRMAN:  We have taken into account the submissions and material put 

before us.  We also have regard to your record which does include some 

five previous offences for misconduct or offensive behaviour.  We also note 

that the penalties imposed were fines and not fines of any great magnitude.  We 

have also looked at penalties imposed in previous cases of this nature.  We 

cannot give you a discount for pleading guilty, although we take into account 

that in relation to charge 1, you did not contest the ingredients of it.  As stated, 

we cannot treat you as having a spotless record for this type of offence.   

 

We regard what you did in relation to charges 1 and 2 as being very offensive 

indeed, given the clear sexual and indeed paedophilic references that were 

made.  The principles of both specific and general deterrence must certainly 

be borne in mind.  We feel that there is no option but to impose periods of 

suspension.  We take into account that you have no other occupation or training 

and little, if any, assets or financial reserves, so that we are conscious of the 

effect that a period of suspension will have upon you. 

 

However, in the circumstances of these offences, we feel a suspension is the 

appropriate penalty.  We impose the following suspensions, all of which are to 

be served concurrently:  charge 1, three months; charge 2, three months; 

charge 3, one month.  As they are to be served concurrently, that is a total 

suspension period of three months. 
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