Racing
Victoria

AMENDMENTS TO RULES OF RACING
Amendment No 173 — Issued 10 May 2018

The Racing Victoria Board has approved the following amendments to the Victorian Local Rules
of Racing.

AMENDMENT TO THE VICTORIAN LOCAL RULES OF RACING: LR 59(2)(d)

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT
Racing Victoria has introduced amendments to LR 59(2)(d) to allow the Jumps Review Panel:

e to suspend or revoke the eligibility for a horse to participate in official jumps trials or
races (the previous rule referred to only races) and thus retire a horse completely from
participating in jumps racing events where it is considered necessary for horse and
rider safety; and

* expand the basis for making such a decision to include consideration of a horse’s
participation in official jumps trials or races (the current rules state only ‘factors in
relation to the horse’s performance in the relevant race’).

Amendments effective from 26 April 2018

LR 59(2)(d) BE DELETED AND REPLACED AS FOLLOWS:

(i) i h rmi ici in any official jumps trial
includin king in nt the following f: rs:

A. competitiveness;
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B. jumpin ility;
C. placing in an official jumps trial or race;

D. fitness;
E. overall performance in any official jumps trial or race;
. any other f r th mps Review Panel considers relevant in its discretion;

AMENDMENT TO THE VICTORIAN LOCAL RULES OF RACING: LR 62(9)

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT

Racing Victoria has approved an amendment to the local rules regarding the retirement of
horses in a jumps race or official jumps trial. The amendment provides that a horse that is not
in contention and/or fatigued, must be retired by the rider. The previous rule referred to a horse
that was not in contention and fatigued.

Amendments effective from 26 April 2018

LR 62(9) BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:

LR 62 Conduct of jumping races

(9) Retirement of horses:

(a) The rider of a horse in a hurdle or steeplechase race or official trial must retire the horse from the race or official trial
immediately where:
(i) the horse has fallen (whether at a jump or in running);
(ii) the horse is not in contention and/or fatigued,;
(iii) the horse is distressed; or
(iv) in the circumstances, if the rider were to continue riding the horse, such conduct would cause an increased risk of

a fall to the horse or rider, or other horses or riders.

For the purpose of subrule LR 62(9)(a)(iv), the following factors may, without limitation, be considered:
(A) whether the rider has lost an iron or irons;
(B) whether the saddle has slipped on the horse; and/or
(C) whether the horse has sustained an injury during the race or official trial.
(b) If arider of a horse fails to retire a horse in accordance with LR 62(9)(a):
(i) the rider may be penalised; and
(ii) the horse may be deemed to have failed to finish the race or official trial.
[(9) adopted 5/2/09; deleted and replaced 2/7/09; amended 1/9/09]

Amendment No. 173 — 10 May 2018 Page 2 of 4




AMENDMENT TO THE VICTORIAN LOCAL RULES OF RACING: LR 60C(1)

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT

Racing Victoria has amended the criteria for a horse to be eligible to participate in a
steeplechase race to allow for the following circumstances:

e Certain horses are competent over steeple fences and the longer distances
however, are not nimble enough to keep-up over the smaller hurdles;

e The current local rule is stringent in that a rider must retire a horse that is out of
contention, as such it can be difficult for a horse that is a completely competent
fencer to struggle to gain the first part of the qualification (complete the course to the
satisfaction of the Stewards in two hurdle races); and

e The Jumps Review Panel believe as an alternative option for trainers, if qualifying is
reduced to one hurdle race and adding a second steeple trial, this is more than
sufficient for the Panel to be satisfied that a horse is safely suitable to compete in a
steeplechase race.

Amendments effective from 26 April 2018

LR 60C(1) BE DELETED AND REPLACED AS FOLLOWS:
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To view the current version of the Rules of Racing, please visit the following link to the
Racing Victoria website: http://rv.racing.com/racing-and-integrity/rules-of-racing
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