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Important Notice: Intra-Articular Injection of Corticosteroids 

 

Trainers and veterinarians are reminded of their obligations under the provisions of AR64M which prohibits the 

administration of an intra-articular (“into the joint”) corticosteroid preparation to a Thoroughbred racehorse within 8 

Clear Days of a race, official trial or jump-out. 

 

Further, participants are reminded that this enforced stand down period for intra-articular corticosteroids must not 

be confused with the recommended “withdrawal” time for the particular drug used and/or for the joint injected. 

The withdrawal period for a prohibited substance is calculated to ensure a horse is presented clear of the prohibited 

substance when sampled. In the case of intra-articular injections, the withdrawal period will depend on the 

corticosteroid used as well as the joint(s) injected. 

 

A recent case (see - Stewards inquiry into Astronomos (GB) sample) involving the detection of triamcinolone 

acetonide in a race day sample following the intra-articular injection of the drug (in the preparation Kenacort) into 

the stifle joint just outside the 8 clear days in accordance with AR64M highlights this important issue. 

In certain situations, specifically for longer acting corticosteroid preparations such as methylprednisolone and/or 

for injections into joints other than the carpal (knee) and fetlock joints, the recommended “withdrawal” period may 

be much longer than the minimum stand down time prescribed by AR.64M. 

 

Therefore, trainers and their veterinarians must carefully consider the circumstances of each particular case before  

deciding upon the appropriate time of intra-articular injection before competition to ensure that the horse is 

presented without detectable residues of the corticosteroid administered. 

 

Notice at:  

http://www.racingnsw.com.au/article-display/Important-Notice-IntraArticular-Injection-Of-Corticosteroids/23027  
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NOTICE TO TRAINERS 

Racing Australia (Stable Assist) has the capability for trainers to enter the precise location of a horse under their 
care when not stabled at the trainers approved training location.  

For example: When a horse is “Spelling, “Retired” or “Active Non-Stable Training (water walker, pre training or 
beach work)”, the trainer must immediately lodge a new stable return, entering the horses status and the precise 
location in the corresponding fields in accordance with Local Rule 27(3); 

LR 27 Stable returns 
(3) Amendments to stable returns: The trainer must lodge an amendment to a stable return on the authorised 
form provided for the purpose if:  
(a) any particulars on the stable return have changed; or  
(b) a horse leaves or joins his or her stable.  

Trainers are further advised that under the provisions of LR27A, they are still required to submit a “Horse 
Movement Application Form” if they wish to relocate their horse from the time of entry to the arrival on course 
prior to racing. This application must be approved by the stewards prior to the horse leaving the trainers 
approved training location.  

The horse movement application form is located on the rv.racing.com website. 

LR 27A Stabling prior to race  
(1) Where a horse has been entered for any race, unless the permission of the Stewards has been granted, from 
time of entry to arrival on course prior to racing, the horse in question shall be stabled only at the premises from 
which the horse’s trainer is licensed to train.  
(2) Where a horse is entered for a race in which the entries close more than 60 days prior to the advertised date 
for the running of the race, sub-rule (1) shall not apply from the time of entry, but shall apply from the period 
commencing 6 days prior to the advertised date for the running of the race.  
(3) In this rule, a horse is “stabled” if it is stabled, yarded, or otherwise confined in any manner for any period of 
time, but does not apply to a horse that is being transported.  
(4) The trainer and any other person who was in charge of a horse at a time relevant to sub-rule (1) or (2) and 
who in the opinion of the Stewards has breached, or was a party to breaching sub-rule (1) or (2) may be 
penalised, and the horse concerned may be withdrawn from the race or disqualified. [amended 1/9/09] 

Integrity Services will be conducting audits to ensure that the precise location of all horses trained by 
them are stabled as per the location in the stable return.  

400 Epsom Rd

Flemington 3031

Water Walker 

Vic



 

 

 

 

   

   



 

 

 
        
  

     



 

  - 1 - 

 
 

 
RACING VICTORIA 

ACN 096 917 930 
 

Integrity Services  
400 Epsom Road 

Flemington Vic 3031, Australia 

 

 

Adopted By: Veterinarian Department – RV Integrity Services 

Issued By: Veterinarian Department – RV Integrity Services 

Original Date Issued: 1 October 2012 

Review Date: 6 September 2016 
  

 
Over time, ongoing research and development and the introduction of new technologies by 

racing laboratories means that analytical equipment and methods improve, resulting in 

increased sensitivity of analysis in the testing of prohibited substances, and therefore lower 

limits of detection. Increased sensitivity of analysis means that a substance present in a 

sample at a certain concentration which was not able to be detected in the year 2000 may 

be able to be detected using the analytical equipment and methods available in 2015. 

In the case of illicit performance-modifying substances which have no legitimate role or 

accepted therapeutic use in racehorses, increased sensitivity of analysis is a positive 

development. It is vital that the racing laboratories harness the full capabilities of modern 

science to detect the presence of such substances at any level. 

However, as a matter of policy Racing Australia does not believe it is necessary to employ 

highly sensitive methods of analysis for those therapeutic substances which do have a 

legitimate place in the racing industry, including for welfare reasons. 

It is for this reason, as well as the desire for objectivity, transparency and international 

harmonisation that the concept of screening limitsscreening limitsscreening limitsscreening limits for certain therapeutic substances has 

been developed. The therapeutic substances assigned screening limits are some commonly-

used equine medications representing a range of therapeutic classes, including nonsteroidal 

antiinflammatory drugs, corticosteroids, local anaesthetics and tranquillisers. 

Screening LimitsScreening LimitsScreening LimitsScreening Limits    

Along with most other international racing jurisdictions, Racing Australia has approved the 

development of formal screening limits for certain therapeutic substances. These therapeutic 

substances include phenylbutazone, flunixin and lignocaine as examples. The screening limit 

is the concentration of a particular therapeutic substance (or its metabolite) in urine or 

plasma above which the racing laboratory will call the sample positive. Their adoption will 

be facilitated by the introduction of new Rule AR178EA on 1 October 2012 (see below). 

Each screening limit has been derived from previous administration studies involving horses, 

followed by a risk analysis consisting of two components: a risk assessment (evaluation of 

the effect of the substance and factors related to its control) and a risk management 

(decision step for harmonisation). Screening limits are harmonised detection limits agreed 

following input by international consensus and are conveyed by instruction from racing 

authorities to their racing laboratories. The screening limits are simply the detection limits to 

be used by the laboratories when screening for certain specified therapeutic substances; 

they are not international thresholds. When the screening procedure in the first laboratory 

SCREENING LIMITS POLICY 
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indicates the screening limit for the particular substance has been exceeded, all that is 

required is qualitative confirmatory analysis (usually by mass spectrometry) to confirm the 

presence of the prohibited substance. Similarly, when the reserve portion of the sample is 

referred to the second (referee) laboratory, all that is required is qualitative confirmatory 

analysis to confirm the presence of the prohibited substance. 

Screening limits do not affect liabilityScreening limits do not affect liabilityScreening limits do not affect liabilityScreening limits do not affect liability    

The implementation of screening limits in racing is not intended and does not operate to 

mean that for the purpose of the Rules of Racing the therapeutic substance only becomes a 

prohibited substance if and when the screening limit is exceeded. 

It shall not be a defence to any charge under AR177, AR177A or AR178 that the result of any 

initial screening test should have been below the screening limit for the therapeutic 

substance in question. 

Advice of detection periodsAdvice of detection periodsAdvice of detection periodsAdvice of detection periods    

Industry participants are advised that information on the detection periods for many of the 

therapeutic drugs assigned screening limits is available. “Detection Times for Equine 

Therapeutics” was produced by the consortium that was responsible for the 2012 RIRDC 

research publications entitled “The Pharmacokinetics of Equine Medications” and “Detecting 

Three Common Drugs in Horses” for those therapeutic substances studied that have a 

screening limit. These publications are available on the RIRDC website and the Racing 

Victoria website.  

It must be noted that ‘Detection Times’ are not equivalent to safe ‘Recommended 

Withdrawal Periods’. There are numerous factors that may affect the clearance of a drug 

from a horses system. 

In making any decision regarding the administration of a prohibited substance to a horse 

that is entered to race, industry participants are reminded of their responsibilities in 

undertaking the appropriate level of due diligence and risk analysis in researching the 

available information on detection periods, including the seeking of veterinary advice and 

adding an adequate safety margin. Participants are advised to take a conservative approach, 

and consider all variables such as dose, length of treatment and route of administration, 

when calculating withdrawal times for therapeutic substances where information on 

detection times is available.  

Participants are also advised that a best-practice approach would dictate that no 

medication, irrespective of its detection period, should be given within 2 clear days of racing. 

AR 178EAAR 178EAAR 178EAAR 178EA 

(1) In relation to the testing for the presence of a therapeutic substance in a sample taken at any 

time from a horse there must be an initial screening test or screening analysis of the sample. 

(2) As a minimum requirement, the initial screening test or screening analysis is to be conducted 

as follows: 

(a) A biological matrix, equivalent in volume to the sample, is to have added to it a quantity 

of the therapeutic substance, or its specified metabolite, sufficient to bring its 

concentration to the screening limit specified for that therapeutic substance. This is known 

as the spiked sample and is to be analysed concurrently with the  sample. 
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(b) The sample is then to be tested to ascertain whether or not it contains a quantity of the 

therapeutic substance, or its specified metabolite, that exceeds that screening limit by 

making a direct comparison with the spiked sample. 

(c) If the screening limit is not exceeded, the detection of the therapeutic substance is not to 

be reported. 

(d) If the screening limit is exceeded then the sample is to be further tested in accordance 

with normal laboratory procedures designed to certify the presence of the therapeutic 

substance in the sample. 

(3) A therapeutic substance for the purpose of this Rule and the screening limit applicable to it 

 or its specified metabolite shall be promulgated from time to time by the Australian Racing 

Board and published in the Racing Calendar. 

(4) The screening limit testing provided for in this Rule is not intended and does not operate to 

mean that for the purpose of the Rules the therapeutic substance only becomes a prohibited 

substance if and when the screening limit is exceeded. 

(5) It shall not be a defence to any charge under AR 177, AR 177A or AR 178 that the result of 

any initial screening test or screening analysis should have been below the screening limit for 

the therapeutic substance in question. 

New AR.1 Definitions:New AR.1 Definitions:New AR.1 Definitions:New AR.1 Definitions: 

“therapeutic substance” “therapeutic substance” “therapeutic substance” “therapeutic substance” means a prohibited substance to which a screening limit applies, and 

which is promulgated as such from time to time by the Australian Racing Board and published 

in the Racing Calendar. 

“screen“screen“screen“screening limit”ing limit”ing limit”ing limit” means the concentration of a therapeutic substance or its specified  

metabolite present in a sample during a screening test or analysis as specified in AR 178EA(2), 

above which the therapeutic substance will be notified as a prohibited substance. 

For the purpose of AR 178EA, it is hereby notified that screening limits applicable to the 

following therapeutic substances, as approved by Racing Australia, are set out as follows:    

• acepromazine – 0.02 nanograms per millilitre (ng/mL) in plasma  

• acepromazine – 10ng/mL of the 2-(1-hydroxyethyl) promazine sulphoxide 
metabolite in urine  

• betamethasone - 0.20ng/mL in urine  

• butorphanol – 0.01ng/mL in plasma  

• butorphanol – 1ng/mL in urine  

• carprofen – 100ng/mL in plasma  

• carprofen – 100ng/mL in urine  
• dantrolene – 1ng/mL of the 5-hydroxydantrolene metabolite in unhydrolysed urine 

• detomidine – 0.02ng/mL of the 3’-hydroxydetomidine metabolite in plasma  

• detomidine – 2ng/mL of the 3’-hydroxydetomidine metabolite in urine  

• dexamethasone – 0.2ng/mL in urine  
• diclofenac – 50ng/mL in urine  

• dipyrone – 1000ng/mL of the 4-methylaminoantipyrine metabolite in urine  

• eltenac – 50ng/mL in urine  

• flunixin – 1ng/mL in plasma  

• flunixin – 100ng/mL in urine  
• frusemide – 0.1ng/mL in plasma  

• frusemide – 50ng/mL in urine  

• hyoscine butylbromide (or n-butylscopolammonium) – 0.05ng/mL in plasma 

• hyoscine butylbromide (or n-butylscopolammonium) – 25ng/mL in urine 
• ipratropium - 0.25ng/mL in urine  

• ketoprofen - 100ng/mL in urine  

• lignocaine – 0.05ng/mL in plasma  

• lignocaine – 10ng/mL of the 3’-hydroxylignocaine metabolite in urine 
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• meclofenamic acid – 5ng/mL in plasma  

• meclofenamic acid – 250ng/mL in urine  

• meloxicam – 1ng/mL in plasma  
• meloxicam – 10ng/mL in urine  

• mepivacaine – 0.05ng/mL in plasma  

• mepivacaine – 10ng/mL of the 3’-hydroxymepivacaine metabolite in urine  

• methocarbamol – 100ng/mL in urine (when restricted to a single oral or IV 
treatment of no more than 5 grams of methocarbamol)  

• naproxen – 250ng/mL in urine  

• phenylbutazone – 100ng/mL in plasma  

• phenylbutazone – 100ng/mL in urine  

• romifidine – 1ng/mL in urine  

• salbutamol – 0.5ng/mL in urine  
• triamcinolone acetonide – 0.5ng/mL in urine  

• vedaprofen – 50ng/mL in urine 
Date of Effect: 1 July 2016 Date of Effect: 1 July 2016 Date of Effect: 1 July 2016 Date of Effect: 1 July 2016  
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Retirement of a Horse 

As per Australian Rule of Racing 64JA, when a decision has been made to retire an 
Eligible Horse, the manager or authorized agent must notify Racing Australia within 
one month of that decision by updating the stable return or lodge the relevant 
retirement form prescribed by Racing Australia. 

Where a form has been lodged according to AR 64J to retire a horse that horse 
ceases to be eligible to race or be trained and is ineligible to race or be trained 
unless it is reinstated to race or to be trained. 

A retired horse may not be reinstated to be trained or to race except with the 
express permission of the Stewards. The Stewards of the relevant Principal Racing 
Authority must grant this permission before the horse returns to a licensed 
premises. 

Any person who fails to comply with AR 64JA commits a breach of the Rules and 
may be penalised. 

The Process for Reinstatement of a Retired Horse 

The reinstatement of a retired horse to be trained and race requires the express 
permission of the Stewards. This permission for reinstatement should be obtained 
before the retired horse enters a trainer’s premises. 

To seek permission of the Stewards to reinstate a retired horse, a trainer must 
complete and submit the Application for Reinstatement - Retired Racehorses 
form (see below). The application requires a veterinary examination specifying the 
reasons for retirement and an assessment of the horse’s suitability to return to 
training and racing. Once submitted, the report will be considered by RVL 
Veterinary Services and further examinations and or tests may be requested. 
Consideration of the horse’s welfare in resuming training and racing will be a major 
factor in assessing the application.  

Only the Stewards hold authority for approval to reinstate the horse.  

Trainers are reminded that a stable return must be lodged within 48 hours of a 
horse entering their stable (AR 54). Any person who fails to comply with AR 54 
commits a breach of the Rules and may be penalised. 

Official Trial must be completed before nomination to race 

All horses approved by the Stewards to be reinstated to train must compete 
satisfactorily in an Official Trial and the trainer must submit a satisfactory Veterinary 
Clearance to race (based on an examination after the Official Trial) prior to gaining 
approval to race.  

For further information regarding reinstatement of a retired horse please contact 
the Stewards at Racing Victoria on 03 9258 4258.   

 

APPLICATION FOR RE-INSTATEMENT 
RETIRED RACEHORSES  
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APPLICATION FOR RE-INSTATEMENT 
RETIRED RACEHORSES 

 
 
 

 
Once completed, please return via email to Racing Victoria Veterinary Department at 

v.admin@racingvictoria.net.au *Note: ownership disputes and horse history will be 
investigated by the Stewards and the Licensing Regulation Unit prior to a decision 

being made. 
 

Date:  

Horse Name:  

Trainer Name:  

 
 
        BRANDS           DESCRIPTION 

Left 
Side 

  

Right 
Side 

Sex  

Colour  

 
I certify that I have examined the above horse, which requires a Veterinary Certificate 

to assess its suitability for reinstatement as a racehorse after having been retired from 

racing for the following reason: _______________________________________________ 

(provide details), at ___________________________________________________ on 

_______/ _______ / ____     (Horse’s Location) 

  
The above diagnosis and prognosis for the condition was established after the 

following examination(s) were performed (please tick): 

 

 Physical Examination       

 Radiographic Examination 

 Endoscopic Examination 

 Ultrasound Examination 

 Bone Scan 

 MRI 

 Other (Please explain)  
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________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

In my opinion, the horse is currently in a suitable condition to resume training and 

be reinstated as a racehorse for the following reason(s): 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
   

              Veterinary Surgeon Name     Signature 
 

VPRBV Registration Number: ………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Office Use Only: 
 
Date Received: ______________________ 
 
Approved to Re-instate:       Yes / No 
 
Reason(s):_________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________    __________________________ 
Racing Victoria Veterinary Surgeon     Signature 
 

 
 
 
_____________________________    ___________________________ 
Racing Victoria Stipendiary Steward     Signature 
 
Racing Australia Notified: ____________________ Date 
Trainer/Owner Notified: ______________________ Date 



 



Telephone: +61 3 9258 4258 
Facsimile: +61 3 9258 4707 
www.racingvictoria.net.au 

RACING VICTORIA LIMITED 
ACN 096 917 930 

400 Epsom Road, Flemington VIC 3031 Australia 

                                         
 

Friday, 09 February 2018 

Notice to Notice to Notice to Notice to VeterinariansVeterinariansVeterinariansVeterinarians    
  

NNNNeurectomies in Thoroughbred eurectomies in Thoroughbred eurectomies in Thoroughbred eurectomies in Thoroughbred RRRRaceaceaceacehorseshorseshorseshorses    
 

Racing Victoria has received information that neurectomies are still being 

performed on Thoroughbred racehorses. 

Trainers and Veterinarians are reminded that desensitisation, both temporary 

and permanent, of the limb by any means is prohibited under AR 64B. This 

includes but is not limited to, desensitisation by the use of Pitcher plant 

extracts, ammonium chloride, alcohol, cryotherapy or any invasive surgical 

technique. 

Owners (or their agent, e.g. Trainers) of horses that have been subjected to 

any form of neurectomy must notify the Stewards as soon as is practicable.  

RV considers that use of physical or veterinary procedures or medication to 
mask the effects or signs of injury to allow training or racing to the detriment 
of the horse’s health and welfare, have no place in the treatment or 
management of horses.  
 

RV expects that all medication, supplementation, physical therapy and 

surgical procedures administered or performed upon a horse are ethically and 

medically justifiable and always done in the best interests of the horse’s 

health, safety and welfare. 

 

The Australian Veterinary Association Ltd. Code of Conduct and the various 

Veterinary Practice Acts require that veterinarians comply with all legislation 

relevant to their area of practice, including any competitive equine activity. 

 
ENDS 
 
Contact: Contact: Contact: Contact:         Grace ForbesGrace ForbesGrace ForbesGrace Forbes    ––––    General Manager ofGeneral Manager ofGeneral Manager ofGeneral Manager of    Veterinary ServicesVeterinary ServicesVeterinary ServicesVeterinary Services    
   P: (03) 9258 P: (03) 9258 P: (03) 9258 P: (03) 9258 4444644644644644                    E: E: E: E: g.forbes@racingvictoria.net.au            
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AR 64BAR 64BAR 64BAR 64B    

(1) A horse that has had a limb neurectomy or any artificial form of permanent limb desensitisation 

is ineligible for any race, official trial, jump-out or trackwork.  

(2) A horse that has had any artificial form of temporary limb desensitisation is ineligible for any race, 

official trial, jump-out or to participate in trackwork for such time as the Stewards may specify.  

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-rule (1) of this rule, a horse that had a palmar digital 

neurectomy prior to 1st September 1999 is eligible to race provided that prior to 1st September 

1999 the details of the surgery undergone have been endorsed on the Document of Description 

for the horse, and the Stewards have received and accepted from a qualified veterinarian a written 

certificate of fitness of the horse to race.  

(4) In the event of a horse undergoing neurectomy surgery or any artificial form of permanent limb 

desensitisation the owner of the horse or his agent shall as soon as practicable notify the Stewards, 

who shall then ensure that: 

(a)  details of the surgery or artificial desensitisation and the horse’s ineligibility to race 

are recorded in the National Stewards Embargo Register; and 

(b)  if applicable, the Document of Description for the horse is endorsed with details of 

the surgery or artificial desensitisation and the horse’s ineligibility to race. 

    
AVA Code of conduct for veterinarians involved in the horse racing industryAVA Code of conduct for veterinarians involved in the horse racing industryAVA Code of conduct for veterinarians involved in the horse racing industryAVA Code of conduct for veterinarians involved in the horse racing industry    
Veterinarians involved in the horse racing industry: 

• should be aware of and comply with the rules of racing 

• should cooperate with any reasonable requests by stewards and racing officials to attend any 

inquiry and furnish any relevant records (provided there is no breach of client/patient 

confidentiality) 

• should ensure that their conduct is not regarded as prejudicial to the image, interests or welfare 

of racing or the veterinary profession 

• must avoid making media statements that are not based on accepted veterinary principles 

• must not make or appear to make statements on behalf of the horse racing industry or the 

veterinary profession, unless empowered to do so by the industry or profession 

• must abide by relevant federal and state legislation in relation to the supply and dispensing of 

medications, and ensure that drugs dispensed are approved by relevant authorities and are 

correctly labelled 

• must comply with reasonable requests from the Ethics and Advisory Subcommittee of the EVA. 

Date of ratification by AVA Board 23 November 1997 
 

AVA Policy AVA Policy AVA Policy AVA Policy ----    Distal limb neurectomyDistal limb neurectomyDistal limb neurectomyDistal limb neurectomy    
Policy: Distal limb neurectomy in appropriate and selected cases is an acceptable and useful treatment 
option for chronic irreversible heel pain causing lameness in horses. 
The use of neurectomised horses in competitive events should be regulated by the sporting authorities 
and be subject to a specific Code of Practice or Standard of Practice. 
The indiscriminate use of distal limb neurectomies is not supported. 
Background: Distal limb neurectomy involves removal of part of the nerve to the hoof of the horse. It is 
performed in cases of ongoing irreversible heel pain. Opinion is divided on the merits of horses being 
allowed to compete in strenuous athletic events after distal limb neurectomy. 
Guidelines: The welfare of the horse must be the major consideration before distal limb neurectomy is 
used as a treatment procedure. 
Before performing a distal limb neurectomy, a veterinarian must be satisfied that the owner fully 
understands: 

• all implications of the operation 

• the possible side effects of the operation 

• the requirement for continuing care of the horse after the operation 

• that some sporting authorities prohibit horses from competition after distal limb neurectomy. 

Date of ratification by AVA Board 8 July 2011 
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1.1.1.1. IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    

Horses with unhealed wounds should not participate in official trials or 

races.  

Under limited circumstances the Stewards may grant permission for a 

horse with a wound to participate in an official trial or race. Trainers must 

comply with the provisions of AR 140 and notify the Stewards of any 

condition (including any wounds) or treatment that might impact on the 

horse’s performance in a race. 

AR 140AR 140AR 140AR 140 (in part) 

(a) The trainer of a horse that is included in the final acceptors for a 

race must: 

(i) ensure that such horse is fit and properly conditioned to 

race; and 

(ii) report to the Stewards: 

(a) by acceptance time, any occurrence, condition, or 

treatment that may affect or impact on the horse’s 

performance in the race where the occurrence takes 

place, condition is present or treatment is administered 

before acceptance time; 

(b) as soon as is practicable, any occurrence, condition or 

treatment that may affect or impact on the horse’s 

performance in the race where the occurrence takes 

place, condition is present tor treatment is administered 

after acceptance time. 
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2.2.2.2. BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground    

Horses often are injured with wounds to skin and deeper structures. Any 

skin loss will prolong the healing time. 

Where practicable and appropriate all wounds should be sutured with 

primary closure as soon as possible.   

Horses with wounds away from joints, with a primary closure by sutures, 

at least 10 days old and healing normally may be given permission to trial 

and race. Some such wounds may benefit from covering by a bandage 

during competition. 

Wounds in areas where there is likely to be prolonged healing might be 

covered with self-adhesive dressing and permitted to race. For example, 

wounds over the point of the hip may take a considerable time to contract 

and epithelialize. These can be covered to provide a better cosmetic 

effect without compromising the welfare of the horse and providing an 

acceptable cosmetic appearance in public. 

3.3.3.3. Horses with WoundsHorses with WoundsHorses with WoundsHorses with Wounds    

For consideration to permit a horse to trial or race, unhealed open wounds 

must: 

• be away from joints and not susceptible to reinjury by galloping; 

• be filled with healthy granulation tissue to the level of the 

surrounding skin; 

• have a rim of healthy epithelial tissue at least 1 to 2 mm wide around 

the entire circumference; 

• have minimal discharge; 

• have a demonstrated history of actively contracting with a 

measurable reduction in wound area over the previous 2 weeks; 

• not be over a sequestrum; 

• have no foreign material embedded; 

• not be causing the horse any obvious discomfort or lameness; 

• where possible be able to be covered with an adhesive dressing 

that will not dislodge during the trial or race. 
 

4.4.4.4. Application for a Horse with a WoundApplication for a Horse with a WoundApplication for a Horse with a WoundApplication for a Horse with a Wound    to Raceto Raceto Raceto Race    or or or or Official TrialOfficial TrialOfficial TrialOfficial Trial    

Where an application is made for a horse with a wound to compete in a 

race, the application must be accompanied by: 

(1) a photograph of the wound that taken is not more than 2 days 

before the scheduled race 

(2) a veterinary certificate outlining: 

(i) the date the wound was inflicted on the horse 

(ii) any veterinary treatments administered  
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(iii) an opinion about the suitability (or otherwise) of the horse’s 

ability to compete in the race. 
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