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DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:   It is fundamental to the integrity of racing, of course, 

that jockeys carry their allotted weight.  I have read Mr O'Keeffe's eloquent 

submission and also the matters that referred to, namely, where reprimands 

have been imposed, but that is not the end of the story.  Mr Hitchcock has also 

tendered a number where fines have been imposed. 

 

Mistakes have consequences, irrespective of whether they are innocent or 

deliberate.  Whilst I accept that the mistake in this case was a genuine one, I 

think in all the circumstances that a fine of $300 cannot be said to be right 

outside the ballpark and excessive.  Consequently, I dismiss the appeal. 

--- 


