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AMENDMENTS TO RULES OF RACING
Amendment No 137 — Issued 24 June 2014

The Australian Racing Board has approved the following amendments to the Australian Rules of
Racing, effective from 1 July 2014.

AMENDMENTS TO THE AUSTRALIAN RULES OF RACING

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS

Summary of new ARR on the Retirement or Death of Horses

The Australian Racing Board (ARB) has introduced important reforms for notifying racing
authorities of a horse’s retirement or death.

The ARB and each state’s Principal Racing Authority (PRA) appreciate that the retirement of
racehorses is a vitally important welfare issue and consider that improved data gained by
these reforms will assist racing to better understand the post-racing pathways of horses and
allow racing authorities to direct their resources accordingly.

Effective from 1 July 2014, the managing owner (Manager) of a horse will play a key role in
notifying RISA of their horse’s retirement. The Manager will be responsible for notifying the
Registrar that their horse has been retired.

The notification is to be made by lodging a new form (available at www.risa.com.au) within 30
days of the horse’s retirement. The new form requires the Manager to state what is going to
happen to the horse post-racing (for example, equestrian, breeding, or livestock sales). Once
the horse is retired, it will be de-registered and ineligible to race without the permission of the
Stewards.

To complement these reforms, the rules have been amended to make it clear that where a
horse has not been retired and it dies, the trainer of the horse is required to notify the relevant
PRA.

The trainer is also required to lodge an amended stable return in relation to the deceased
horse. When completing this stable return via Stable Assist trainers will be asked to advise the
cause of death to further assist in gathering improved data.

Summary of new ARR on Drug & Alcohol Testing of Horse Handlers

New rules concerning horse handlers stem from both a safety and integrity viewpoint following

lengthy consultation from within and outside of the industry. A horse handler affected by an

illicit substance or alcohol poses a significant safety risk in the work place to other workers and
to horses in their care.

The major components of the new Rules are:

1. The power for Stewards to conduct drug and alcohol testing operations for the purpose of
testing horse handlers, is set out in the new Rule ARS8(jjj). Further, as a condition of
licence, horse handlers undertake to submit to tests that are intended to detect
substances banned under these Rules.

2. The Rules relevant to the offence are outlined in new Rule AR.81AA.

3. AR.81BB categorises the banned substances when found in a urine sample of a horse
handler. They are broadly grouped into the following:

e Alcohol (at a concentration in excess of .05% on a breath analyser)
e Cannabis
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e Amphetamines
e Ecstasy
e Cocaine

Summary of amended ARR on Safety Vests

The ARB approved changes to the Rules governing the certification of jockey safety vests

following the banning of the Tipperary Vest for failing to meet its certified standard.

In the interests of rider safety, the ARB has decided to amend AR.87B to incorporate the

following enhancements to Safety Vests:

1. Delete the SATRA standard from the prescribed standards as it is unreliable and not used
in any other major racing jurisdiction.

2. Continue with only two prescribed standards being the ARB Standard and the European
Standard EN 13158 as proven and reliable safety standards.

3. Establish a list of Approved Vests in addition to the two prescribed standards as an added
safeguard against self-certification or substandard vests.

4. Permit the use of heavier level 2 vests (raceday vests are usually the lighter level 1
category) which may provide a higher level of protection for track work.

Amendments effective from 1 July 2014

AR 1 DEFINITION OF ‘HORSE HANDLER’ BE ADDED AS FOLLOWS:

AR 8(jjj) and 8 (jjjj) BE ADDED AS FOLLOWS:

AR 8 To assist in the control of racing, Stewards shall be appointed according to the Rules of the respective Principal Racing
Authorities, with the following powers:
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[adopted 1/7/05, deleted and replaced 1/7/14]

AR 64JA BE ADDED AS FOLLOWS:

AR 81BB BE ADDED AS FOLLOWS:
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AR 81C BE DELETED AND REPLACED AS FOLLOWS:

Handler.
[added 1/10/08,_deleted and replaced 1/7/14]

AR 81D BE DELETED AND REPLACED AS FOLLOWS:

[added 1/10/08, deleted and replaced 1/7/14]

AR 81E BE DELETED AND REPLACED AS FOLLOWS:
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[added 1/10/08; amended 1/9/09, deleted and replaced 1/7/14]

AR 87B BE DELETED AND REPLACED AS FOLLOWS:
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[amended 1/8/07, deleted and replaced 1/7/14]

AR 87D BE DELETED AND REPLACED AS FOLLOWS:

[added 1/8/99; amended 1/8/07, 1/9/09, 1/12/10, deleted and replaced 1/7/14]

AR 118C BE DELETED AND REPLACED AS FOLLOWS:

[amended 1/12/98, 1/10/00, 1/8/07, deleted and replaced 1/7/14]

To view the current version of the Rules of Racing, please visit the following link to the
Racing Victoria website: http://www.racingvictoria.net.au/p Rules of Racing.aspx
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